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Research Paper and Debate
Topic: 

You are required to research a controversial issue in order to write a 4-6 page paper. Your goal is to develop a strong thesis statement and produce arguments that support your topic and thesis statement.  Since your topic is a controversial issue, you must take either a “pro” or “con” stance.  Do NOT discuss both sides of the issue. 
Debate:

After you have researched your given topic and written your paper, you are required to have a debate of your issue with the student who has the opposing viewpoint in class.  The debate will cover the major points and the topics you presented in your paper.  Your presentation will have at least one visual aid, and be 5-10 minutes in length.  Be prepared to answer questions about your given topic.

Requirements:


The following is a list of requirements that will be assigned and graded over the next four weeks:


- Tentative Works Cited Page     Due Tuesday 10/20 (last day in library)

- Thesis Statement and Outline          Due Wednesday 10/28

- Typed Introduction / 1st Body Paragraph (with in-text citations)
Due Friday 10/30  

- Typed Rough Draft of Paper  Due Wednesday 11/4
· In class, peer evaluation on Wednesday  11/4 for a classwork grade

-  Final Copy of Paper        Due Wednesday 11/11
- Debates   will follow submission of paper. Dates TBA
Length / Format:  Typed, double-spaced, 12-font, 4-6 pages, heading, page numbers,  Times New Roman. 

You must follow these guidelines.

Sources:  A minimum of four sources are required (books, magazine and newspaper articles, electronic sources).  You must have at least one book source.  Magazines and newspapers may be from valid online sources only. (Students will refer to lessons and handouts regarding valid sources.) Primary sources are the strongest! 
Citations within Paper:  Facts or information beyond common knowledge must be documented using 
in-text citation.  Paraphrasing, direct quotations, and summaries are all acceptable ways of presenting information.  Proper use of these techniques, and how to write a Works Cited page, will be covered in class.
Plagiarism:  This research paper must be written in the student’s own words.  Copying of anyone’s words, even one sentence, is considered plagiarism.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  It will result in a grade of zero.  The research paper counts as 20% of the quarterly grade.  If plagiarism is determined, the student will not be allowed to participate in the debate, which counts as a test grade for the quarte. 
